
 

 
 
 

Department of Codes Compliance 
2400 Washington Avenue 
Newport News, VA 23607 

757-926-8861/757-926-8311(fax) 

 
REQUEST FOR MODIFICATION 

 
 

Date  ________________________     
 

 
 
Pursuant to Section 106.3 of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, I 
hereby request a modification to such code as follows: 
 
Section of USBC for which modification is requested ____________________________ 
 
Reason for which modification should be granted:  ______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

(If additional space is needed, please attach separate sheet) 

 

SIGNATURE _______________________________________ 

 

 

Name ________________________________ owner/agent   Phone _________________ 
Mailing 
Address ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
STRUCTURE LOCATION 
 
Street Address _________________________________     Permit #_________________ 
 
 

ATTACH ANY DATA OR INFORMATION WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR POSITION 
REGARDING THIS REQUEST. 

 
 

DATE RECEIVED ________________ 
DATE APPROVED/DENIED ____________ 



2009 VIRGINIA CONSTRUCTION CODE (Part I of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code)- Effective March 1, 2011 

105.4 Records. The local building department shall retain a record of applications received, permits, certificates, notices 
and orders issued, fees collected and reports of inspection in accordance with The Library of Virginia's General Schedule 
NwnberSix. 

SECTION 106 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL 

106.1 Powers and duties, generally. The building official shall enforce this code as set out herein and as interpreted by the 
State Review Board. 

106.2 Delegation of authority. The building official may delegate powers and duties except where such authority is 
limited by the local government. However, such limitations of authority by the local government are not applicable to the 
third-party inspector policy required by Section 113.7.1 nor shall such limitations of authority by the local government have 
the effect of altering the provisions of this code or creating building regulations. When such delegations are made, the 
building official shall be responsible for assuring that they are carried out in accordance with the provisions of this code. 

106.3 Issuance of modifications. Upon written application by an owner or an owner's agent, the building official may 
approve a modification of any provision of the USBC provided the spirit and functional intent of the code are observed and 
public health, welfare and safety are assured. The decision of the building official concerning a modification shall be made 
in writing and the application for a modification and the decision of the building official concerning such modification shall 
be retained in the permanent records of the local building department. 

Note: The USBC references nationally recognized model codes and standards. Future amendments to such codes and 
standards are not automatically included in the USBC; however the building official should give them due 
consideration in deciding whether to approve a modification. 

106.3.1 Substantiation of modification. The building official may require or may consider a statement from an RDP 
or other person competent in the subject area of the application as to the equivalency of the proposed modification. In 
addition, the building official may require the application to include construction docwnents sealed by an RDP. 

106.3.2 Use of performance code. Compliance with the provisions of a nationally recognized performance code when 
approved as a modification shall be considered to constitute compliance with this code. All docwnents submitted as 
part of such consideration shall be retained in the permanent records of the local building department. 

SECTION 107 
FEES 

107.1 Authority for charging fees. In accordance with Section 36-105 of the Code of Virginia, fees may be levied by the 
local governing body in order to defray the cost of enforcement of the USBC. 

107.1.1 Fee schedule. The local governing body shall establish a fee schedule incorporating unit rates, which may be 
based on square footage, cubic footage, estimated cost of construction or other appropriate criteria. A permit or any 
amendments to an existing permit shall not be issued until the designated fees have been paid, except that the building 
official may authorize the delayed payment of fees. 

107.1.2 Refunds. When requested in writing by a permit holder, the locality shall provide a fee refund in the case of 
the revocation of a permit or the abandonment or discontinuance of a building project. The refund shall not be required 
to exceed an amount which correlates to work not completed. 

107.2 Code academy fee levy. In accordance with subdivision 7 of Section 36-137 of the Code of Virginia, the local 
building department shall collect a 2.0% levy of fees charged for permits issued under this code and transmit it quarterly to 
DHCD to support training programs of the Virginia Building Code Academy. Localities that maintain individual or 
regional training academies accredited by DHCD shall retain such levy. 

SECTION 108 
APPLICATION FOR PERMIT 
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